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fpHE Senate Preparedness subcommit- 
. * tee, after an investigation of the Cu- 
i>an situation — past and present— cannot 
Bring itself to bo as optimistic about the 
dangers in Cuba, the Russians in Cuba 

■ or the weapons in Cuba as are U,S. in- 
' telligence chiefs. But the subcommittee 

imported it has no conclusive evidence 
that leads to any conclusions other than 
thbse of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

And that is about as adequate a pic- 
ture as can be drawn of the Cuban threat 

■ — ’inconclusive. The CIA may be absolute- 
ly right in its interpretations of the evi- 
dence that the missiles are gone and that 
the Soviet troops have been reduced. But 
then, the senators may be absolutely right 
in doubting these interpretations. The 
CIA, quite obviously, has been in error 
before. 


The subcommittee reached the heart 
of the intelligence problem when it, ob- 
served that absolute assurance* can come 
only from on-sife ihspfsction in Cuba. 
Prime Minister Cpsiiib jias not allowed 
and is not likely to allow this. So the pros- 
pect is for continued inconclusiveness 
about the Cuban threat. The only reason- 
able course of 'action, then, is to be in- 
sistent but cautious. 

However, in connection with this re- 
port we have been provided with an al- 
ternate course of action.- Senator Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina did some 
more war-whooping. He suggested a dead- 
line for troop removal, which if not met 
would be follovved by a break-off of dip- 
lomatic relations -with the Soviets. If nec- 
essary, the next step would be a naval 
and air blockade.) 


i ■ And If that didn’t wor , 

'■<©£•• "'we "Should . durii ’ ... 
the military.” All Senator Thuripond dors 
b$ talfcfttg like this is to bring Iriip ques- | 
tipn his own judgment. Certainly the sub- 
committee’s report .offering only specula- 
tions and. nothing conclusive docs not jus- 
tify military action. It is not even clear 
what kind or degree of blockade is called 
for. 

As things stand now, the Senate sub- 
committee’s report does not provide the I 
American public with any new grounds f 
to demand a change in the Administra- 
tion’s policies. There have hpen sugges- | 
tions that the Administration itself is con- 
sidering possible new steps, v probably 
along diplomatic and economic lines. Its I 
judgment can be trusted much more than] 
that of Senator Thurmond. 
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